MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGENDA

NO. | DEPT.: Recreation and Parks / DATE PREPARED: March 17, 2005
STAFF CONTACT:Burt Hall, Director of R&P FOR MEETING OF: April 4,2005

SUBJECT: Naming of King Farm 28-Acre Park for Mattie J. T. Stepanek

RECOMMENDATION: The Recreation and Park Advisory Board and City staff recommend naming
the King Farm 28-Acre Park for King Farm resident Mattie J. T. Stepanek.

DISCUSSION: The Mayor and Council and the Recreation and Park Advisory Board have received
proposals and expressions of support to name the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie . T. Stepanek,
from numerous King Farm residents, including a representative group from the King Farn: Assembly
and the King Farm Homeowners Association. The Recreation and Park Advisory Board considered
this proposal at their March 24, 2005 meeting, after meeting with representatives from the King Farm
Homeowner's association. The Board found that this proposal meets all of the criteria of the City’s
Park Naming Policy and voted [unanimously] to recommend to the Mayor and Council that this
proposal be approved to name the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie J. Stepanek.

Mattie J. Stepanek, who passed away in June of 2004 after a long struggle with a rare muscular
disease, lived in King Farm with his mother, Jeni. In addition to writing several books, each of which
made the New York Times Bestseller List, Mattie was a friend to the famous and powerful. Former
President Jimmy Carter delivered the eulogy at Mattie’s funeral and he was a guest on the Oprah
Winfrey Show. At Mattie’s funeral, President Carter told the congregation that since leaving the
White House he had visited 122 countries, he had met prime ministers, kings, queens and
presidents, but Mattie was the most remarkable person he had ever met. At the time of his death
Mattie was working on a new book with President Carter, to be titled Just Peace. Mattie was also
the National Goodwill Ambassador for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

Mattie’s mother, Jeni, has expressed her enthusiastic support for naming the park for her son. She
is quoted in the attached article from The Town Courier as follows: “Mattie was somebody who
stood for the future....what love is about.....| hope it happens so his spirit of peace, friendship and
community will live for a long time.”

A “Google” search for Mattie J.T. Stepanek yields more than 10,000 websites.

Options Considered: Other options for park names were considered informally, but given the




strength and support for naming the park for Mattie J. T. Stepanek, other options were dropped.
- Fiscal Impact: none
Change in Law or Policy: n/a

Boards and Commissions Review: The Recreation and Park Advisory Board considered this
proposal at their March 24, 2005 meeting. The Board voted [unanimously] to recommend to the
Mayor and Council that this proposal be approved to name the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie J.
T. Stepanek.

Next Steps: City staff will continue to work with Mattie Stepanek’s mother and representatives from
the community to plan a fitting dedication of the park. Staff will work with King Farm community
members to put into practice a number of other proposed tributes:

e Inclusion of activities in the park for physically challenged perscns. [The park is slated to
have a handicap accessible playground and a “Bankshot” basketball court. Bankshotis a
game that may be played equally by persons with physical disabilities as well as "fully able”
persons.

e Creation of a statue of Mattie in his wheeichair with his service dog, Micah, to be located in
the park. [There will be a 1% Art in Architecture” contribution for this project. Staff will work
with community members and the Cultural Arts Commission to explore this proposal.]

e Holding an annual event among local schools which will recognize Mattie's passionate desire
for peace.

e One or two park signs will be produced and installed at the undeveloped park site recognizing
the official naming.

BY:
76:;Zuﬁé7b// éjélb*-- 5256y

ﬁumall, Director of Recreation and Parks Date

PREPARED

APPROVED BY: __-

N o)) Sy
< .’/’[,-" // !/ o i ,//,) }‘%/
Scott Ullery,/City Managef” ‘Daté

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS:

»  Park Naming Policy

» Letter in support from King Farm Assembly and King Farm Homeowners Association
* E-mails from King Farm residents

*  Printout from Mattie J.T. Stepanek’s website

*  “People” Magazine Article

» Article from The Town Courier newspaper
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Routed To:

Council [ 1City Attomey
{ ) City Clerk [ ] Counci
[ ] City Manager )é;,omer

February 1, 2005

Mayor Giammo

City Council Members

Recreation and Parks Advisory Board
Rockville City Hall

111 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20850

We respectfullv request that the 28 acre Park to be constructed in King Farm be named The
Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park at King Farm. Mattie lived with his mother, Jeni Stepanek, in King
Farm for three vears until he died in June, 2004, a month before his 14“ birthday. Jeni continues
to live here.

In his short life he deeply touched manyv lives through his poetry, countless television
appearances and his enthusiesm for life in the very face of impending death due to the progressive
effects of muscular dvstrophy which had alreadv taken his three older siblings. Jeni suffers from
the aduit form of the disease.

Perhaps Mattie s greatest desire in life was to be a peacemaker. He found President Carter a
kindred soul in this goal and shared his views with him as a close friend. They were working
together in a hook which Mattie had utled “Just Peace --". . because you could put the emphasis
on either word.” Jeni hopes 10 bring the book to publication. As part of our vision for making the
park & living memonal, we have considered plans for an annual event among local schools which
will recognize his passionate desire for peace.

At Mattie's funeral, Presiden: Carter told the congregation that since leaving the White House he
and Rosalvnn had visited 122 countries, he had met prime ministers, kings, queens, and
presidents, but that Mattie was the most remarkable person he had ever met.

King farm was trulv home to Mattie and his enthusiasm for 1t showed. He was loval to the local
stores. He visited babies at the playground in the Park. At Chnstmas he made smazll presents and
ieft them at the doors 1n his buiiding and the adjacent ones.

Mattie lived dailv with serious physical chailenges that most of us will never know. Rather than
dimmung his spirit, they seemed to empower 1t. Therefore, it 1s requested that the park inciude
provision for some activities for physically chailenged people iike Matue. Attracting physically
chailenged people to the park will be in itself a fitting ribute to his memory.

In addition, we plan to commission a statue of Mattie in his wheeichair with Micah, his service
dog. Beside them will be a table with a chess game in progress. We would like to discuss the
iocation of the statue with the Department of Recreation and Parks.

Mattie Stepanek was cerntainly a great credit to King Farm, the city of Rockville and the
commun:ty at large. The undersigned represent a cross-section of the governing entities for the

N

<



community of King Farm. We believe, and we are sure our fellow residents in King Farm would
agree, that it is altogether fitting that Mattie be both recognized and remembered in this way.
The Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park at King Farm would aim to embody Mattie's dreams and
aspirations for humanity.

We have discussed these plans with Mattie's mother, Jeni Stepanek, and she is fully supportive.

Your approval and encouragement will be greatly appreciated.

o 7

e X/ g

Alan Kaplan David Stein
/\/F GV,L ﬁrgw/ - »%/-'/é,cc V2 7 @M /jf&;—/é%i'
Association Association
.

/(/“,;\ _ '/\\\ | /\ /////“\ / iy o
T ;;>,~ 4:1/ e — 7 ﬂé // /,/// =

Andyv Gordon " Andy Kdpust
7 . ; ; -~ : i ! oy e
:f \‘} 5‘-’-{,-;.,“‘ K A‘ L &Z'J//’ 4\/,(4"'(’-/- S‘:/‘/ ,’//\/"M: M/r . @2\67 L/;A “ (“/
Assoefation 7 ' Association ’
DI cor T
g / J S~ b no D,
AL L LK B S V'V,Azm
v Scott Harris Bob Balkam R
/ ! -~ T4 o
STWAOW T > Al cUalen Dowepppier Clifetid L aon
Association Association

TN

Terry Sheehan

- ) . -
R P

Association

O

«

Burt Hail, Director Recreation and Parks

&



robertbalkam
<robertbalkam@comcast.net
>

01/27/2005 10:26 AM

To Burt Hall <BHall@rockvillemd.gov>

e Andy Gordon <andy@kingfarm.org>, Ted Wessel
<tjwessel@earthlink.net>

bce

Subject Congress Passes Resolution Honoring Mattie Stepanek

Dear Mr. Hall
Thank ycu for your prompt reply to our e-mall Ted Wessel tcld me that
you might alsc be interested in the following
Bcb Balkam
HRES 695 EH

H. Res. 885
In the Hcocuse of Representatives, U.S.,
SJuly 22, 20C4
Whnereas Mattlie Stepanek was bcrn on July 17, 188C, and was raised in
Rockville, Maryland;

whereas Matt.e Stepanex nad mitochcndr:ial mycpathy, a rare fcrm cf
muscular dystrophy that affects hear:t rate, treathing, and digesticn;

whereas in 2002, 2003, and 2004, Mattle Stepanek served as the
Naticnal Goodwill Ambassadcr fcr the Muscular Dystrophy Associaticn
(MZA), appearing with MDA National Chalirman Jerry Lewis on the MDA
Labor Tay Telethon;

Whereas the pOoetLry DOCKS wrlzien Dy Matt.e Stepanek have scld more
~han 500,0CC ccpies;

Whereas by cthe age cf 13, Matt.e Stepanex reached an L1l:th grade
education .~evel through ncme schooling; and

Whereas cn June 22, 2(C4, Mattile Stepanek lcst his fight with muscular
dystrephy at Children's Naticrnal Medical Center in Washingten, Zistrict
cf Coclumbia: Now, therefcre, be 1t

Resclved, That the House cf Representat.ves--

‘., expresses .Is condclences tc the family and Zr:iends <f Mat:ie
Stepanek Cn nls passing; and

'2) noncrs the 1ife ¢©f Matiie Stepanexk for nis braveness, genercsity
cf spiricz, and effcris to ralse awareness of muscular dystrophy.




"Ted Task™ To <maycrcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
<taskkfb@comcast.net>

01/27/2005 10:16 AM

ce <bhali@rockvillemd.gov>

bce

Subject Stapanek memorial

Both of us agree with the sentiments expressed in a petition/proposal regarding the possibility of a
permanent memorial for Matti.
The new park in King Farm is the perfect location. Thanks in advance for YOUR agreement and

endorsement.

Ted & Anita Task
500 King Farm Bivd.



- Burt Hall/RKV 7o WReznick@aol.com
‘\Xv 02/15/20C5 0856 AM cc Michelle Bean/RKV@RKV
bee
Subject Re: Mattie’s Park[]

Dear Mr. Reznick,

Thank you fcr your note regarcing naming the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie Stepanek. This proposal
cerizinly has a great deal of merit. The process for naming City of Rockville parks invoives a review by
the Recreation and Park Advisory Board. The poard makes a recommendation to the Mayor and Council
who have final authority tc establish pa~k names. | am informed that tne King Farm Civic Association is
sencing a letter to formally propose the park name. This, aiong with all other correspondence received on
the matter, wili be forwarced 10 the Recreation and Park Acvisory Board for their consideration.

Again, thank ycu for taking the time (o contact me with your recommendation.

A XXX ERKETTRETKXK XN R KK XX

Burt Hall

Director of Recreaticn and Parks
City of Rockvilie, MD
240-314-8602
bnali@rockviilemd.gov

WReznick@aoi.com

WReznick@aol.com

02/3/2005 07:58 PM To bhali@rockviliemd.gev

Sub ect Re: Mattie's Park

Cear Mr. Hall - | watcned and acmirec Mattie for mary years. | have all of his books and was lucky
enough ‘o meet nim at Borcer's in Rockviile - | aon't neilieve : wiill ever meet or know someone as spec.ai
as Mattie. His courage, nIs neart, his .ove, his strength ana his worcs shouid never be forgotten ana
:herefore, | am encouraging vou ¢ name the parx after Mattie Stepanex. Very ‘ruly yours, Wencee
Reznick



‘\x’v Burt Hall/RKV To TCarcate@aol.com
£2/75/2005 11:37 AM Michelle Bean/RKVERKV
Susject Re: One More Vote[

Dear Mr. Carcaterra and Ms. van Emmerick,

Thank you for your note regarcing naming the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie Stepanex. This proposal
certainiy has a great ceal of merit. The process for naming City of Rockville parks involves a review by
tne Recreation and Park Advisory Board. The board makes & reccmmencation to the Mayor and Council
who have final authority o estabiish park names. | am informed that the King Farm Civic Association is
sending & letter 1o formally propose the park name. This, along with all other correspondence received on
‘he matier, will be forwarced 10 the Recreation anc Park Acvisory Board for their consiceration.

Again, thank you for :aking the time {c contact me with your recommencation.

I I I T I R I O I I I 1

Burt Hall

Directer of Recreation and Parks
City of Rockviile, MD
240-314-8602
bhell@rockviliemd.gov

TCarcate@aol.com

TCarcate@aoi.com
02/42/2005 1+ 44 AM, To Dbhali@rocxviiemc.gov

Subiect One More Vote

Dear Mr. Burt atl,

Piease acc us ¢ ne st of ‘orks supportrg the park n King Farm namec after Mattie Stepanex.
Thanks,

Thomas A Carcaterra

Tara van Emmerik

308 Creex Valiey Ln
Rockvilie, MD 20850-5604



A‘& Burt Hall/RKV To Chrisevbai@acl.com
02/15/2005 08:57 AM ce Michelle Bean/RKV@RKV

bee
Subject Re: Mattie Stepanek Park[]

Dear Evelyn and Chris Balodemas,

Thank you for your note recarcing neming the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie Stepanek. This proposal
certainly has a great ceal of merit. The process for naming City of Rockvilie parks involves a review by
the Recreation and Park Advisory Board. The boeard makes a recommencaticn to the Mayor and Council
whe have final authority to establish park names. | am informec that the King Farm Civic Association is
sending a ‘etter to formally propcse the park name. This, aicng with ail other correspondence received on
ne matier, will be forwarcec ¢ the Recreaticn and Park Acvisory Board for their consideration.

Again, thank you for taxing the time to contact me with your recommencation.

T XXX XK T TR XA A KKK KK R

Burt Hall

Director of Recreation and Parks
City of Rockvilte, MD
240-314-8602
bhall@rockvillemd.gov

Chrisevbai@aol.com

Chrisevbal@ac!.com
02/12/2005 01:55 PV To Dbhati@rockvillema.gov

cc

Subject Mattie Steparek Park

Burt Hail,

it wouic De a very inspiring tribute o Mattie ‘or the park 0 2e namec 'n memory of him and his peaceful
acts and vision.

Thark you anc he staff of tne parxs ana recreation board for supporting this act.

sincerely,

evelyn anc crris Haiogemas King Farm village certer conco i

>
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robertbalkam

<robertbalkam@comcast.net
>

01/26/2005 06:26 PM

Mr

Zirector © e

Cizy of Rockvilie

Dear Mr. Hall

We nave xncwn Mattlie and Jend
As friends they have been tw

mez. Inn addition, tc see now

zhe werld thrcugh his pce:iry,

Truly amazing Just yesterda

Uganda wnCc was enthusing akcu

received frcocm a friend. We a

Xing Farm as he travelled arc

Because of his &
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new park at Xing

To thall@rockvillemd.gov

Subject The Mattie J. T. Stepanek Park at King Farm
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"Anne Robbins® To taskkib@comcast.net, mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov
<anner41@hotmail.com>

01/27/2005 10:45 AM

cc bhall@rockvillemd.gov

bce

Subject RE: Stapanek memorial

Ted and Anita: Good to hear from vou. [ think that naming the Park after Mattie Stepanck is a
wonderful, visionary idea and vou have my complete support. Anne Robbins

>From: "Ted Task" <taskkfb@comcast.net>

>To: <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>

>CC.: <bhall@rockviilemd.gov>

>Subject: Stapanek memonal

>Date: Thu, 27 Jan 2005 10:16:58 -0500

>

>Both of us agree with the sentiments expressed 1n a petition/proposal
>regarding the possibility of a permanent memorial for Matti.

>

>The new park in King Farm is the perfect location. Thanks in advance
>for YOUR agreement and endorsement.

vV VvV VvV

>Ted & Anita Task

\

>300 King Farm Blvd.
>



. Burt Hall/RKV To 'Keely Smith" <ksmith@srgpe.com>

AK— 01/27/2005 09:31 AM Steve Macel/RKV@RKYV, Rob Ornderf/RKV@RKY, Jerry

c« Caus/RKV@RKV, Neil Greenberger/RKV@RKV

Subject Re: 28 acre park in King Farm after Mattie J.7. Stapanek()

Dear Ms. Smith,

Thank you for your note regarding naming the King Farm 28-acre park for Mattie Stepanek. This proposal
cenainly has a great deal of merit. The process for naming City of Rockvilie parks involves a review by
the Recreation and Park Advisory Board. The board meakes a recommendation to the Mayor and Council
who have final authority to establish park names. | am informed that the King Farm Civic Association is
sending a letter to formally propose the park name. This, along with all other correspondence received on
the matter, will be forwarded to the Recreation and Park Advisory Board for their consideration.

Again, thank you for taking the time to contact me with your recommendation.

'EEEEREEEEZRE I NN BN

Burt Hall
Director of Recreation and Parks

City of Rockville, MD
240-314-8602
bhall@rockvillemd.gov

"Keely Smith" <ksmith@srgpe.com>

"Keely Smith”
<ksmith@srgpe.com> To <bhall@rockvillemd.gov>

01/27/2005 08:08 AM ce

Subject 28 acre park in Xing Farm after Mattie J.T. Stapanek

This i1s “us:t a ncte cf support e name the new 28 acre park iIn XKing Farm after
Maroie C.T. Stapanex I am a XKing rFarm res:ident and wou.d feel very horncred
1f -he parxkx was named after such an amazing, nerclLc and LnSplYaltlcna. young
Tman Thanx you

Keely Smith

Shulman Rogers Gandal Pordy & EZcker

11821 Reckville Plke, Third Flcor

Rockville, Mary.and 2C83C

Tel: 301-230-6565 EXT. S5l4

Fax: 201-230-2851%

WWW . Shu_manrcgers.com
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Farewell

Goodbye
to a Poet

A rare disease claims the life
of Heartsongs author and
prodigy Mattie Stepanek, 13

In 2001 Mattie Stepanek
became a literary sensation
with the publication of his
poetry coflection, Hear:-
scngs. Despite a lifeiong bat-
tlewith arare form of mus-
cular dystrophy, he wenton
to publiish four more voi-
umes and become an eio-

her children, spoke {6 P%

been 2 tough vear

I

[72]

weoxe ap, Tolc joxes, taiked ¢f peace and
¢ manvoeople. Hisbodvworeour,
iid not re died after
:nc nishodvwa

hisspiritwasthatstireng. Hesutfered

greativover the last Two weeks, DUL the 1ast ]

:rutes of hislife were incredibly peaceful

rancintc bed

with himandiustheld hiim, andizo.d nim ]

roec cutof mywheelc

‘oved nim. He lcoxed me in the gve and

- SN e N LL ¥ -
stopped meaning. - sac o nim, “You're everv-

ching Ged wantec vou to pe.”
Somenody once asked Marttle, "How do
vouwantthewericd toremember vou?” And

-

.& His goal in life,

attje (id "02 with
Michh) once said, |
fo live to 101 &

d be “a poet,

a peacemaker

and a daddy.”
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